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Draft Meeting Minutes for LION Meeting

June 17th 2005, 8:00 am

Regional Meeting, Hayward WI

Minutes recorded by Scott Galetka, and Reviewed by Jason Grueneberg.

44 people in attendance

	Name
	Representing
	Name
	Representing

	Jason R. Grueneberg
	Wood County
	Ron Ostrowski
	Shawano County

	Tim Lehmann
	Buffalo County
	Jay Shambeau
	Clark County

	Mark Teuteberg
	Oconto County
	Brett Budrow
	St. Croix County

	Dave Tlusty
	Langlade County
	Dave Fodroczi
	St. Croix County

	Damon Anderson
	Ozaukee County
	Tom Haight
	Door County

	Kristen Anderson
	Columbia County
	Matthew Janiak
	Eau Claire County

	Luke Behling
	Outagamie County
	Fred Halfen
	WLIA

	Brad Bastian
	Outagamie County
	Jim Lacy
	Wisconsin SCO

	Michael Silich
	Racine County
	Marilyn Mueller
	Kewaunee County

	Terry Dietzel
	Fond du lac County
	Jodi Helgeson
	Adams County

	Russ Raube
	Fond du lac County
	Ken Pabich
	Calumet County

	Jesse O’Neill
	Dodge County
	Jim Johnston
	Polk County

	David Moyer
	National Geodetic Survey
	Mike Koutnik
	ESRI

	Roxy Moore
	Burnett County
	David Kaiser
	Rusk County

	Robyn Thake
	Sawyer County
	Doug Avoles
	ADC

	Hugh Harper
	Vernon County
	Susie Ford
	DOT

	Mike Romportl
	Oneida County
	Kelly Scheidt
	DOT

	Ted Koch
	Wisconsin SCO
	Scott Galetka
	Lincoln County

	Dick Vraga
	USGS - Madison
	Harold (Jordy) Jordahl
	DOA

	Jerry Sullivan
	Wisconsin DOA
	Joanna Schumann
	DOA

	Kelly Jacobs
	Vernon County
	Mike Friis
	DOA

	Kathy Swingle
	Burnett County
	Kelly Felton
	Sauk County


Meeting called to order at 8:05am by Jason Grueneberg.

Motion to approve minutes by Mark T., second by Dave F., all in favor, motion carried.

County Land Information Plan Update.

So far 34 plans have been turned in. Five counties will not be able to review plans, however all plans will be reviewed.  Jason will be sending out reminders to turn in plan updates and reviews.  The Wisconsin Land Information Board hopefully will have a meeting in July to approve all plans that successfully pass peer review.   Clarification on review process that when a county is completed with their update, they should forward their plans to the reviewing counties and Joanna Schumann.  Jason encouraged LIO’s to contact him with any questions regarding the review process.  Joanna reminded base budget counties of their obligation to update their plans, as well as send her a copy of their budget to be eligible for base-budget funding.  Jody H. from Adams County talked about there being no incentive to update plans for counties that are above base budget.

LION Web Page.

Jason said Diann Danielsen and Tim Confare of Dane County have put much time and effort into the web site.  Site has been well received and feedback has been positive but are still looking for feedback and ideas.  Expect to see a discussion forum in the future.  Check out www.wlion.org to see the many resources and other information available on the site.  Also make other organizations aware of the web page so that they can link up to it.

Update on Board Status.

September 1st the WLIB will sunset.  Last action will be to approve Plans.  Damon asked if there would be another education grant available and Ted K. replied that there would not.  Mike R. asked if $2 will continue to be collected if the budget is not adopted by July 1, 2005.  Jason G. said $3 will likely not continue to be collected until the budget is passed changing the recording fee from $11 to $8.  Jody H. said it will be very difficult to work under this scenario, and the Register of Deeds Association is looking into this.  Mike R. talked about the need to know about this now so that the Register of Deeds can plan ahead.

WLIP Update

Harold (Jordy) Jordahl introduced himself and said he met with WLIA Fred H., Jane L., Peter K., and talked about the budget.  At the meeting Jane asked what do we do with recording fees if the state budget is not adopted by July 1.  Counties will have to ask own corporation counsel on what to do with fee.  Jordy will not be able to send letter stating what to do with the fee.  Mike R. asked if we should just not send the money.  Mike R. asked if we should contact the State Attorney General for an answer on what to do with the fee.  Jordy explained the process of requesting an attorney general opinion.  At this time there are major issues in state budget like education that will likely take a long time to approve.  No one was talking about changes to the WLIP budget as proposed by the Governor.  It was a last minute change.  Jody H. concerned with what Register of Deeds charge after July 1, 2005 if budget is not adopted.  Ken P. said Attorney General will probably follow current law. 

Jordy distributed handouts dated June 14, 2005 on what the JFC budget motion does to the WLIP.   Joanna S. and Mike F. were introduced and their involvement in the program as DOA staff.  JFC motion had 4-5 large impacts.  The program is slated to change from a continuing appropriation to annual fund.  This will lapse funds into general fund. $900,000 will lapse in the next two years in addition to the lapsing 4 million program funds for comprehensive planning.  Grants will be restricted, and any county over 45,000 will not be able to apply for a grant.  Ted K. talked about the legislature slapping Boards hands by not allowing them to administer grants any more, and implies that they did not effectively distribute funds in the past.  Jordy said the legislature thinks they can better spend the program money.  Currently the DOA has 500 communities under contract for comprehensive planning, and no money available for next year.  Comment that changing the WLIP from a continuing to an annual appropriation is a big deal.  Debate at finance committee was how much can we get out of the program. Question by Mike R. on if the money will be reinstated with governors veto.  Jordy replied that he didn’t know until we see the final language.  All is possible but the governors veto power does not allow him to spend money.  Would have to fight to spend money in land account.  Mike R. asked when the legislature votes on what finance did? Jordy replied June 22nd there will be a vote in assembly about what finance did.  No grants can be restored in comprehensive planning.  Jason G. asked if JFC realizes what they did by using a county-generated user fee specifically intended to fund land records modernization for general state needs.  Jordy replied yes, they were aware with what they did and have also done this to other programs.  Jody H. talked about the small group that met with legislature but this did not make an impact.   Jim Johnston stated that the JFC did the same thing with Highway funds.  Discussion in regards to supporting or not supporting comprehensive planning.  Jordy talked about the need to do something quickly and about the wide coverage of comprehensive planning support but yet very few newspaper articles regarding impacts of JFC motion on the WLIP.   Ken P. commented that it doesn’t sound like governor has much negative veto power.  Question on whether we start building the WLIP from the ground up rather than trying to fix what we have right now.  Jordy explained that public support is needed to keep the program going and we are better to work with what we have than start from nothing.  Jason talked briefly about what LION has done with sending out legislative alerts, but not taking any official action on behalf of LION.  Jordy talked about the importance of getting letters to the newspapers, especially the select cities identified by Peter Kammer.  Roxy Moore said that we should contact the governor directly with resolutions that are passed at the counties by the county boards.   Kathy S. we should contact Realtors, Fire Departments, Village Presidents and get them to actively support the WLIP.   Jason expressed the need to do this quickly according to what Peter Kammer has said about the timeline of the legislative process.  Jason encouraged any sample letters out there to be shared and also to copy Jordy in on the letters.  Fred H. said that WLIA has a letter that will be shared. 

Motion by Jim Johnston not to lapse WLIP funds to state general fund.  Second by Damon A.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried. 

Motion by Dave Fodroczi to maintain the WLIP as a continuing appropriation rather than annually lapsing funds to state.  Second by Jay S.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried.

Motion Jay S. to support current law with regards to grant eligibility, that does not restrict grant eligibility to any county. Second by Tim L.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried.

Update on Register of Deeds Recording Fee.

Jody H. said that the Register of Deeds Association is recommending changing fee from $11 to $8 after July 1 if the state budget is not adopted.  It will ultimately be up the counties on what they do regarding the fee. 

Wireless Grants

Ted Koch talked about accessing wireless grant information on the PSC web page.  (http://psc.wi.gov/)   Grant information can be accessed by entering the docket number 05 TR 104. There are over 300 documents in the docket.  Currently the grant process in the Notice of Investigation and Request for Comments phase.  There has been a total 104 million in total dollars requested.  Comment made that County Land Information Plans need to reference wireless 911 in order to be eligible for grant funding.   Ted talked about the possible funding that would be generated by 3 million cell phones at 1$ per month over 3 years.  Nothing is finalized as far as the amount of the surcharge.

WLIS

Jason said that LION needs to start thinking about the Wisconsin Land Information System and the role that LIO’s will play in building it. WLIA submitted a grant to NSDI that will develop a plan to coordinate efforts throughout the state. LION wrote a letter of support of the grant.  By September 1, 2005 we should know if the grant application was successful.

Motion to adjourn by an unnamed LIO, second by Jay. S.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:25.
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