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LION Annual Meeting 
February 25, 2010 

Radisson Paper Valley Hotel

Appleton, WI
Salon CD
	(Those who signed attendance sheet)

Audrey Jensen – Lincoln

Amy Meeks – Langlade

Diane Hanson- Lincoln

Nathan Nelson – Washburn

Tom Miller- Washburn

Jason Towne - Burnett

Jeff Hartman- Portage 

Fred Iausly- Dane
Eric Damkot- Washington
Jason Grueneberg – Wood

Jodi Helgeson – Adams

Kelly Felton- Sauk
Martin Goettl – Trempealeau

Barb Gibson- Vilas

Cristina Richards- Ozaukee

Eric Edgeberg- Dunn

Bill Shaw- Milwaukee

Mike Romportl- Oneida

Karen Miller- Ashland

Mark Netterlund- Barron

Dave Kaiser- Rusk

Michelle Schultz- Rock

Steve Geiger- Polk

Ed Harvey- Sheboygan
Brad Bastian- Outagamie

	Andy Hess – Calumet

Ian Grasshoff-Waupaca

Gary Hetzer- Marathon

Scott Godfrey- Iowa

Jeff DuMez- Brown

Jerry Bougie- Winnebago

Tom Haight- Door

Mary Jean Ritchie – Lafayette

Sally Reedy- Shawano

Preston Jones- Manitowoc

Jeff Bluske- LaCrosse

Brian Meyer- LaCrosse

Jesse O’Neill- Dodge 

Don Dittmar- Waukesha

Mark Teuteberg- Oconto

Tim Jeatran- Jackson

Bret Davies- Juneau

Dave Fodroczi- St. Croix

Brett Budrow- St. Croix

Terry Dietzel- Fond du Lac

Andy Erdmann- Jefferson

Peter Herreid – DOA
Mike Friis- DOA

Howard Veregin- SCO




The meeting was called to order by Terry Dietzel, LION Chair, at 3:30 PM o’clock.
Jodi Helgeson. motioned to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2009 Fall Regional meeting in Eau Claire, second by Jeff Bluske.  Motion carried and the minutes were approved.  

1. Discuss Land Information Program Revenue and Grants- Mike Friis, DOA
Mike said that the money going out in grants is from funds collected from June 2009 to July 2010.  The DOA would have liked to have gotten the money distributed by now but due to budget concerns, nothing is coming out.  The grants are roughly on schedule although last year, they were awarded by the time of the WLIA conference.  $2.6 million is anticipated which is up from last year (attached- Chart B).  The intention is still to fund up to the $50,000 level and a list of eligible counties was distributed (attached).  Andy Erdman asked about the status of comp planning grant/whether or not they are done.  Mike said that they can be applied for every 10 years and that they are not going away; there is no sunset on these.  Someone asked if funding for soils mapping came from leftover funds- answer, yes.  Mike stated that the conference calls between DOA, LION and WLIA would continue and people can contact him with questions.  

2. Present Instructions for County Land Information Program Plan updates for 2010- Peter Herreid, DOA

Peter said he had emailed plan instructions recently and that a draft had to be submitted by July 1st.  Instructions for the peer review process would be forthcoming.  He is updating the annual survey with AJ Wortley and it would reflect changes made in the plan instructions.  LIOs can use the same account as last year to log in and update information.  Jodi H asked if reports could be incorporated into the survey to reduce the duplication of effort.  Jeff DuMez said that the flat fee bill took into account the June deadline for the base budget counties.  It is hoped everything will eventually be combined.  Ed Harvey asked if yearly plans are in violation since they are only peer reviewed every 5 years.  Peter recommended just submitting their plan for review.  A poll was taken to determine how many counties do not solicit county board approval of their plans- about 5 do not.  Terry Dietzel said he would try to hold off on County Board approval until their plan had been through the peer review process.  Peter said county board approval is not a DOA requirement.   
3. Update on Flat Fee for Real Estate Document Recording.
It was announced that things are moving quickly.  LIO responses/concerns were compiled into a document and sent to Senator Erpenbach.  Further revisions were proposed and most were adopted.  SB507 was being acted on in the Senate today and the Assembly version (AB727) received testimony yesterday.  Both have the same amendments.  Jeff DuMez said that a recommendation to include a surveyor on the land council was accepted.  There was discussion of the undue importance of putting a realtor on the council with real property listers and GIS being put into a support position for them.  Jeff stated that realtors were playing a prominent role in this due to their heavy lobbying influence.  He reported that realtors testifying at the AB727 hearing spoke highly of the WLIP and GIS.  He recommended working with them to link up with our systems instead of them developing something on their own.  

Someone asked why title companies were not included.  Jodi Helgeson said the WIREdata case may have had an impact on why realtors wanted to be named to the council.  There was some discussion of open records requirements and the inability of LIOs to recover costs on data everyone wants (state parcel layer, etc).  Jeff D said the bill isn’t meant to punish counties but a means to recoup some expected costs up front.  He commented that many states are doing more with less as noted in Nancy Von Meyer’s talk earlier in the day.  

With the new fee structure there will be fewer base-budget counties, which will leave more funds available from the funds returned to the state for the grant program.  A plan for how those funds should be utilized should be developed by LION and WLIA.  Ed Harvey observed the loss of our own agenda, both by the mandated council, strategic initiatives, etc.  Why acquire the data if we aren’t going to try to recover some costs.  A lack of vision in the program was noted.  Mike Romportl wants safeguards in place to protect those grant funds from the governor’s intervention.  Everything could be changed at the last minute by striking things, etc but the numbers can’t be changed.  Fred Iausly expressed concerns about micromanagement of plans that are intentionally written vaguely to allow flexibility. 
Jeff talked about the spreadsheet (attached Chart B) with projected program numbers noting that about 14 counties will not be eligible for base-budget grants if the legislation passes.  This would leave approximately $300,000 more.  Someone asked if Peter and Mike were at risk with any change in administration- answer, no. It was reported that all comments on AB727 had been positive.  It must now go through committee and then to the Assembly floor.  Quick passage is anticipated.  30 days are required to enact the bill after passage with March 30th being the earliest date the governor could sign it.  More comments were made regarding the program becoming realtor based with so many other things equally as valid such as mapping burglaries, restaurants, demographics, etc., basically forgotten.  Need to promote other uses of WLIP funds.  Mike Friis stated that the DOA values all uses and the realtors understand the value outside their own usage.                     
Other discussion points:

Suggested that base budget grants be increased so the grant money stays safe.
As program revenues grow, they become a more of a target.
We need to have a plan in place for utilizing those funds.
Mike Friis said a new administrative rule wouldn’t be needed unless base budget grants were increased.
Fred asked how “unauthorized expenditures” were to be handled- Mike responded that DOA would work with counties to make sure these don’t create a problem.  If it is approved in the plan, it should be considered approved- an honor system, no audits.
Asked if funds could be returned to counties in “product” like orthos- Mike responded that for that to happen, it would have to be part of statute like the soils mapping was.
Ed Harvey- no new strategic initiative grants!

Fred agreed but added that if it could be used to fund orthos, it would be useful; it would have to be in the plan; let counties pick their vendors and do their projects but reimburse.

Word was received that SB507 had passed in the Senate.

Fred asked about the impact on WROC projects if base budget grants not awarded; Peter said that 4 counties might be affected;  Bret suggested LIOs call DOA and their legislators to lobby for release of those funds; others expressed concern that that could draw negative attention to the uncommitted grant funds.
No official LION position was taken but each LIO should contact their legislators if they felt their grants and projects were in jeopardy.

4. Election of LION Officers (Chair Elect and one LIO at Large)-

            LION Chair Elect: nominations from the floor-
Fred Iausly (Dane County)

Jeff DuMez (Brown County)

Fred was elected Chair-Elect on a majority vote.

LIO at Large (two-year term): Nominations from the floor-
Jeff DuMez (Brown County)

Mark Teuteberg- (Oconto County)

Jeff was elected LIO at Large on a majority vote.
5. Any other business-
LIO List Serv:  Question was asked about status of creating an LIO-only list.  Answer was “No” and LIOs are recommended to use the LION email list.  
LION Web Site:  The site should be reviewed and updated.  
Adjournment:
Fred Iausly moved to adjourn the meeting;

Second by Jodi Helgeson;
Motion Carried.

The meeting was adjourned.

Notes taken by:
Jesse O’Neill, Dodge County 

Notes transcribed by:

Joyce Fiacco, LION Secretary
Land Information Officers Network, Wisconsin


