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Karen Miller – Ashland

Mark Netterlund – Barron

Kristen Anderson - Columbia

Eric Edgeberg – Dunn
JoAnne Frieberg – Florence

Scott Godfrey – Iowa

Andy Erdmann – Jefferson 

Joyce Fiacco – Dodge

Bret Davies – Juneau

Jeff Bluske – La Crosse
Scott Galetka – Lincoln

Dave Tlusty – Langlade

Tim Lehmann – Buffalo

Andy Hess – Calumet

Preston Jones – Manitowoc

John Mahtala – Monroe

Mike Romportl - Oneida
Mark Teuteberg – Oconto

Brad Bastian – Outagamie

Damon Anderson – Ozaukee

Sara McCurdy – Polk

Jeff Hartman – Portage

Dave Fodroczi – St. Croix

Kelly Felton – Sauk

Robin Thake – Sawyer

Ron Ostrowski – Shawano

Ed Harvey – Sheboygan

Tim Jeatran – Jackson

Bret Davies – Juneau

Jason Grueneberg – Wood

Terry Dietzel – Fond du Lac

Danielle Oftedahl – Vernon

Barb Gibson - Vilas

Ian Grasshoff - Waupaca

Eric Damkot – Washington

Don Dittmar – Waukesha

Jodi Helgeson – Adams

Jason Towne - Burnett

Sherri Hawkins – Green

Jerry Bougie – Winnebago

David Leime - Winnebago

Cathy DeLain – Manitowoc

[Incomplete list- please notify LION Secretary if you attended and are not on this list]



Meeting called to order at 7:00 a.m. by President Damon Anderson.

Damon referred LIO’s to the LION web site for posted agendas and minutes of previous meetings and asked that if anyone has anything they would like to post, please forward it to himself, Bret Davies or Joyce Fiacco.  Fiacco has the LION membership database in Excel format and will share it upon request.
1. WLIP Grant Funds Status.  Jordy Jordahl presented the WLIP Fund status as Mike Friis was unable to attend the meeting.  The 2007 grant applications have been posted.  Every county is eligible for the $300 Training and Education grants.  37 counties are eligible (27 last year) for the Base-Budget grants.  Administrative Rule 47 was changed to increase the base-budget grant to $50,000 with this grant cycle affected.  Revenues are down 15% so there is less money available and there have been big lapses to the state’s general fund in 2006 ($420,000) and 2005 ($460,000).  He noted that May 15th was the application deadline and noted that work had to be completed by June 30, 2008.  There was a question and answer session with Jordy.  He also invited anyone with additional questions to call or stop by his office to visit.  He noted that monthly meetings with LION and WLIA were continuing and have also included Ted Koch and Dave Mockert.  He reviewed that way the grants were calculated and distributed a sheet to further explain.
Peter Herreid, DOA, has been contacting base-budget counties to verify their receipt of the application materials.  Jordy said that amounts would be known by the end of February.  There was discussion regarding revenue projections.  Mike Romportl asked if counties who did not complete grants had to return the funds applied for.  Jordy said that ‘yes’ that money should be returned to the program and that there were 110-130 open grants.  DOA staff would be following up on their status.  It was noted that no GPR lapse was anticipated in the budget as it was unlikely that enough funds would be available.  Bret Davies suggested that LIO’s communicate with their legislators to not allow any lapse.  Handouts were distributed with the 2007 Land Program Revenue Funding Projections.  It was projected that there would be a balance of $334,555 available for the WLIP grants. 
2. Future WLIP Funding.  Jordy said that the $2 million per year comprehensive planning grant funding would continue until action was taken to repeal it.  He said he didn’t know what will happen and asked for ideas for those funds after 2010 although some would still be directed to comp planning.  Discussion followed including hopes that there would be a return to contribution-based grants; expectation that the comp planning deadline of 2010 would be extended; funding should be expected for maintenance of the comp plans; a suggestion made to look into statewide ortho project; request for ideas for statewide projects that would offer a benefit to everyone; worries that comp planning effort will fall apart without WLIP funds as this the sole source of funding; suggestion that other funding sources for comp planning be sought; question regarding oversight of the comp plan grant program.   
3. WLIP Annual Survey.  AJ Wortley and Jerry Sullivan presented background on RAMONA, a national survey which could be used as a replacement for the annual WLIP survey.  It was noted that completion of an annual survey was not a requirement of participation in the program (not in the statute or administrative rule).  However, even though completion of an annual survey is not a requirement, it is a good idea to do it. They distributed a handout listing state-specific question which could be included on the broader RAMONA survey. Reports can be generated which can be useful in creating annual and 5-year reports.  The RAMONA survey is available at www.gisinventory.net (for nationwide view) or through any state view using the state’s 2-letter prefix in the URL (www.wi.gisinventory.net).  
4. Wisconsin Strategic Plan for GIS.  Dave Mockert was going to speak but had to leave our meeting to attend the opening session of the conference.  Members were encouraged to attend his presentation during the conference.
5. LION Web Site.  Volunteers were sought to help with helping keep the web site fresh and to send out notification when something has been updated.  The discussion forum is available but there has not been much activity so members were encouraged to participate.  The domain name will need to be renewed this year.  The URL is www.wlion.org.   
6. Possible Information/Privacy Policy Law.  Damon, Jason Grueneberg and Scott Galetka reported on a meeting they attended with State Representative Parisi regarding proposed legislation to authorize a property owner to have his or her name removed from a government internet listing of property taxes assessed on land information web sites.  Originally this did not include county sites but it appears that they would now be included.  About 1/3 to 1/2 of counties present allow name searches with 2 having an opt-out policy.  There was discussion as to how LION, as a group, should or could respond.  Following discussion, Andy Erdman motioned, second by Mike Romportl that LION’s stand should be that counties be allowed to make their own decision as to how they want to deal with name searches.  Counties and municipalities were encouraged to contact Rep. Parisi with their concerns.  Many felt that they didn’t think LION can speak for all county offices.  Motion carried.  Damon was asked to keep the membership posted on progress of the bill.  

7. Recent Court Decision Regarding Open Records Law and Digital Data.  Damon briefly updated the group on a recent court decision which could have a big impact on data requests.  The case involved WIREdata and the City of Port Washington, and Villages of Sussex and Thiensville.  He also reported on an upcoming case in Bayfield County regarding costs for data.  Little discussion was undertaken due to the length of the meeting.

8. LION Organizational Business.  Damon requested a representative for a Base-Budget county to meet with DOA, LION and WLIA via teleconference.  Anyone interested is to contact Damon or Joyce.

Election of Board of Directors: Damon announced that positions of President-Elect, and one LIO-at-Large were open: President-Elect due to resignation of Diann Danielson with Damon Anderson becoming President during his President-Elect year and LIO-at-Large because Scott Galetka’s two-year term had expired.  

· President-Elect:  Joyce Fiacco nominated Bret Davies, second by Jodi Helgeson.  There were no other nominations.  Motion carried.    

· LIO-at-Large:  Kelly Felton nominated Sherry Hawkins and the nomination was seconded.  There were no other nominations.  Motion carried.

· Due to Bret’s election to President-Elect, the remaining year of his 2-year term of LIO-at-Large was open.  Damon Anderson nominated Mike Romportl, second by Jodi Helgeson, to complete the last year of this term.  There were no other nominations.  Motion carried. 
9. New/Old Business.  Don Dittmar announced that Richard Tuma, Waukesha County Communications Center Director, wanted to speak to LION about an initiative for continuance of the wireless surcharge to support maintenance of new systems and system implementation for counties who didn’t apply for the original grant.  Due to the length of the meeting, Don suggested LION members attend Richard’s presentation at the conference.    
10. Adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 8:16 a.m. 
Minutes Recorded and Submitted By Joyce Fiacco, Secretary, LION
Land Information Officers Network, Wisconsin


