LAND INFORMATION OFFICERS NETWORK (LION)

WLIA Annual Conference, Green Bay Wisconsin

Thursday, March 14, 2002  (pm meeting)

Ken Pabich of Calumet County called the meeting to order.  There were a total of 46 Counties represented.  

Constitution/Bylaws;

Ken distributed a copy of the Constitution/Bylaws for the Wisconsin Land Information Officer Network that contained the revisions requested at the morning meeting. Jeff Bluske moved, seconded by Phil Hahn to adopt the Constitution/Bylaws as provided.  It was requested that the word “Services” in section A line 4be changed to “Program.”  It was requested that the word “development” be changed to “advancement” in section A line 5.  Mr. Bluske and Mr. Hahn accepted both requests as friendly amendments to the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  Ken indicated that a copy of the Constitution/Bylaws would be distributed to all LIO’s

Elections:

Elections were held with the following candidates being elected unanimously:

President

Ken Pabich
Calumet County

President Elect
Phil Hahn
Vernon County

Secretary

Don Dittmar
Waukesha County

LIO (1 yr term)
David Kaiser
Rusk County

LIO ( 2 yr term)
Jeff DuMez
Brown County

Strategic Initiative Grants (SIG):

The next item was a discussion regarding the July 2001 Strategic Initiative Grants.  It was moved and seconded that the Land Information Officers Network oppose all Wisconsin Land Information Board Strategic Initiative Grants.  During discussion of this motion, the following statements were made:

· SIGs should contain an incentive for completion.

· SIGs need to comply with WLIB Strategic Plan and not be completed just to appease a group.

· SIGs force the Counties to change our priorities.  This could result in harm to a Counties program by moving away from successes.

· The program is not a problem, it is the process that is in question.

The group moved to the more positive position of indicating that the idea of creating a SIG to achieve a goal is not a problem, we are more interested in questioning the process by which a SIG is determined.  The motion was defeated.

Dave Fodroczi moved that the Executive Committee of the LION with help of volunteers, develop a position paper to establish criteria and develop a process for developing future Strategic Initiative Grants.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

It was moved and seconded that the LION request the WLIB to postpone the July 2002 SIG in order to allow us to develop our position paper on the process.  The motion carried.

Summit of the Sunset

The WLIB is required to prepare a report on their activities which will be presented to the Legislature in September.  Discussion of group members indicated that we did not want to send a “mixed message” to the Legislature from the various groups that are affiliated with the Wisconsin Land Information Program.  It was decided that we should facilitate a meeting between the Wisconsin Land Information Board (WLIB), Wisconsin Land Council (WLC), Office of Land Information Services (OLIS), Wisconsin Land Information Association (WLIA) and the LION to discuss how the report could be created to highlight the positive aspects of the Wisconsin Land Information Program with a unified voice.  It was moved and seconded that the LION establish a committee for developing an agenda for an agency summit to occur in conjunction with the WLIA Regional meeting in Racine.  The motion passed unanimously.  Ed Harvey of Sheyboygan County and Jeff Bluske of LaCrosse County indicated that they would assist members from the Executive Committee in this effort.

Other Items

It was requested that all LIOs review their answer to Question 24 on the State LIO survey that request examples of positive items that have been developed from the Land Information Program as this information will be very important in developing the report to the Legislature.  It appears that some responses were not as complete as possible.

Ken indicated that the Constitution/Bylaws will be e-mailed to all LIOs together with a form that will ask for the identification of the County’s voting alternate to the LION and requesting feedback regarding opinions on which items should be a top priority for future Strategic Initiative Grants.

The meeting was adjourned. 

